


• Often, changes to a project can 
be more easily made during the 
review period. 

• These changes should be 
communicated to your reviewer 
and an open dialogue should 
continue.

• The Department will determine if 
the changes constitute a new 
project. 



• New issuance letter 
format began this year. 

• Additional information 
to assist you in 
maintaining compliance 
is now included in the 
letter itself. 

• It is very important to 
review and understand 
this information. 



• Payment of any issuance fee is 
critical to the continued success of 
your project. 

• Ensure that someone at the 
receiving address will immediately 
forward the issuance letter, CON, 
and invoice to the appropriate staff 
in your organization. 

• Failure to pay results in invalidation.



• QPRs should be separate for 
each project if you have more 
than one current CON.

• Always trend towards more info 
rather than less. 

• Describe all deviations from the 
approved application. 

• Send to CONinfo@dhec.sc.gov
and via traditional carrier. 

mailto:CONinfo@dhec.sc.gov


Failure to timely report, as laid out 
in the issuance letter, may result in 
Department sanctions including, 
but not limited to: monetary 
penalties, voidance, or denial of 
extension requests.  

The Department will be 
performing an audit of open files 
over the next 60 days to 
determine compliance with this 
regulatory requirement. Letters 
detailing non-compliance will be 
sent to Certificate holders as 
necessary. 







• What does it mean?

• It means that no extension is 
needed for the CON to remain 
valid. 

• What doesn’t it mean? 

• It doesn’t mean that quarterly 
reporting ends. 

• It doesn’t mean that the CON 
is fulfilled and closed out. 

The Department is providing a 
handout to demonstrate 
implementation for a variety of 
project types. 



• 1st and 2nd extensions

• Issued by staff based on a 
written request for extension 
by the applicant

• Up to nine months each

• 30 days before expiration

• 3rd and subsequent 

• Granted by the DHEC Board

• Up to nine months each

• 90 days before expiration



• Substantial progress must be 
demonstrated in order for the 
Department to approve an 
extension. 

• Guidance is offered in the 
Regulation concerning this 
substantial progress. 

• It is important to address all of 
these criteria in your request. 



• Welcome to the finish line! 

• Once the project is complete and 
serving its intended purpose or 
function, the focus must turn to 
the final mandated report laid 
out in Regulation 61-15. 

• Lack of a Final Completion 
Report leaves your case open 
and subject to reporting and 
timetable requirements. 



• Depending on the type of project, not all of the aforementioned 
criteria may be applicable. 

• Final Completion Reports should be as thorough as possible in order 
for the Department to issue a closeout letter. 

• When in doubt, contact the Department with questions regarding Final 
Completion Reports.

• Submit to CONinfo@dhec.sc.gov and via traditional carrier. 
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• To assist the Department in 
analyzing a substantial change 
request, you should submit the 
following information:
• New project schematics

• Updated timetables 

• Updated itemized cost reports

• Narrative describing how the 
change continues to comply with 
the original Project Review Criteria 

• Submit to CONinfo@dhec.sc.gov
and via traditional carrier. 

mailto:CONinfo@dhec.sc.gov


• A CON cannot be transferred.

• Certificate holders must take 
care not to attempt to make a 
transfer of an open CON through 
a subsequent application.

• If any doubt exists as to the 
Department’s interpretation of a 
transfer or attempted transfer, 
contact us. 



• Guidance regarding multiple application submissions to the 
Department: 
• Whenever possible, avoid submitting an application which is, in any 

way, dependent on the outcome of another pending application or 
project which is subject to a contested case.



S.C. Department of Health and Environmental Control
Certificate of Need Program
2600 Bull Street
Columbia, SC 29201
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